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Visitors Welcome 

The General Museum-Library of 
the Suffolk County Historical So- 
ciety, at Riverhead, is open daily 
(except Sundays and Holidays) 
from one to five P. M. 

Visitors always welcome (no 
charge) at this educational insti- 
tution where items connected with 
Long Island’s history, culture and 
natural sciences are on display. 








Wines and Liquors 


Large assortment of Popular 
Brands at the Lowest Possible 
Prices and in various size con- 


tainers to suit your needs. Losi’s 
Liquor Store, 170 Park Ave., Amity- 
ville. 
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Ex-Cavalryman Recalls 


The October issue of the Long 
Island Forum greeted me with the 
front-page picture of T. R. at Mon- 
tauk with the horses that are dear 
to my heart and brought back 
memories of our Cavalry service 
during the Mexican Border troubles 
around 1914 (and that “dates” me). 
We older fellows still own the &6- 
acre Squadron C Farm on West 
Main Street (Lawrence Hill Road) 
in Huntington where we sometimes 
linger to inhale the ammoniac fra- 
grance of the picket line and stalls 
and stables. 

As well, did we enjoy your ac- 
count of the Mount family, whose 
paintings we enjoyed seeing a few 
years ago in the Ward Melville 
Museum in Stony Brook. Laura 
enjoyed the story especially and, 
though she is extremely modest 
about it, herself paints with com- 
mendable realism. We are both 
eager to have the Long Island 
Forum arrive, and also enjoy your 
historic articles in the good old 
Long-Islander. 

Charles D. Cords, Brooklyn. 

Note: Ccunselor Cords and Mrs. 
Cords occasionally visit their at- 
tractive Castle MacFergus at Hale- 
site whose sculptural and other ar- 
tistic embellishments add to its in- 
terest. There are those who consider 
the place, with its gardens and 
woodlands, worthy of public preser- 
vation. 


Macy Family Reunion 


The Macy Family Reunion will 
be held this year at Nantucket Is- 
land, Mass., on June 20 and 21. The 
committee in charge consists of 
Curtiss S. Johnson of Essex, Ct., 
chairman; Mrs. James A. Finn of 
Southport, Ct.; Hon. W. Kingsland 
Macy of Islip, L. I., and Foster 
Macy Johnson of Meriden, Ct. 

The family is of old Nantucket 
whaling stock. An early member, 
Captain Josiah Macy, followed his 
seafaring by serving as president 
of the Sexmen’s Bank for Savines 
in New York of which W. Kings- 
land Macy is now senior board 
member. 


Funeral Director 


Arthur W. Overton 
Day and Night Service 


172 Main St. Tel. 1085 Islip 
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lushing ““ Village” in “Retrospect 


UR mother used to say that 

in the Civil War era, when 
she was growing up in Brooklyn, 
Flushing seemed in distance out of 
this world. 

When she, my sister, and I ar- 
rived in the fall of 1914 it was 
definitely out of the kind of world 
we know today. 

Trains were then running direct- 
ly from New York, but only a few 
years before one ferried first to 
Long Island City, then on by rail, 
and the trains ran on, not over 
Main Street. People still talked 
of the ferries, and with no White- 
stone Bridge for many years there- 
after, we ferried from College Point 
to the Bronx when driving to New 
England. 

There were two railroad stations 
here in 1914, one called Bridge 
Street on the Malba and Whitestone 
line, the other Main Street. Cab 
horses with a sparse .axi or two 
were at the latter when we came. 
lor some time Mr. Walsh, a black- 
smith, plied his trade in a narrow 
shop on Main Street. Mr. Con- 
nel’s livery stable was one block 
east from the station, and during 
our first winter I rode around Kis- 
sena Park in one of his open sleighs. 

Firemen drove horses with a 
friendly Dalmatian riding to fires 
with them. Hearses acquired mo- 
tors after our coming to Flushing, 
causing our mother to remark, 
“They hurried us into the world, 
and now they are hurrying us out 
of tt. 

Milkmen were delivering milk 
via horse long after that. And now 
I almost hang out of my Sth floor 
windows to watch an_ occasional 
ragman’s scrawny horse picking his 
way below in the thick of steady 
traffic! 

During our early years we board- 
ed on Jamaica Avenue, now Kis- 
sena Boulevard, only a short walk 
from the ‘‘village’’. There was one 
crude movie theatre, the ‘Janice’, 
but no department stores. Across 
from the old red brick library, only 
a year ago replaced by a fine modern 
one, was “The Little Brown Shop’, 
cultural in atmosphere, and fre- 
quented for unusual gifts and aft- 
ernoon tea. 


Marion F. Overton 


Many street names, in addition 
to Jamaica Avenue, have been 
changed since 1914. In an historic 
Quaker town it seems unfiiting to 
substitute Roosevelt Avenue for 
Amity Street no matter for which 
Roosevelt one rooted. Washington, 
Lincoln and Madison streets are all 
numbers now. Bowne Street, for- 
merly an avenue, does retain its 


name. The Bowne House Histori- 
cal Society would protest any 
change there. Fox Lane, what is 


left since a good slice went into 
a park, still pays its tribute to 
George Fox, the renowned Quaker, 
who preached under John Bowne’s 
oaks June 7, 1672. 

Since the days of the Prince Nur- 
series, protected by the British dur- 
ing their occupation, Flushing has 
been noted for its variety of trees, 
second only to those of Washing- 
ton, D.C. I am privileged to have 


known the famous Cedar of Le- 
banon, destroyed by lightning, 


which people crossed the ocean to 
see. It is still worth an ocean voy- 
age to inspect our fabulous Weep- 
ing Beech, near the Bowne House, 
but a sad sound these days is that 
of the necessary saw on many of 


our streets demolishing once lovely 
elms and lindens. 

The population of Flushing in 
1920 was 33,000 in contrast to the 
Federal Special Census in 1957 
which credited us with 86,254. 

The post offices alone have 
been evidence of our growth. In 
my time there have been three 
— On Amity, Locust (now 39th 
Avenue) and Main Streets. In the 
early thirties our present white- 
pillared brick building with its love- 
ly murals of Flushing and environs 
was considered overly large. Its 
successor is already being con- 
sidered. 

It was in 1926 that the coming 
of the subway turned a small town 
topsy-turvy. Prior to that year one 
could ride in a trolley to New York 
or Brooklyn for five cents, a good 
part of the trip being by way of 
open lots now towering with apart- 
ments. In the era of World War I 
there were ample vacant lots here 
also for baseball or circus tents. 
And homes were houses. 

Even as now, Flushing had faith- 
ful pastors and doctors. There were 
writers too and numerous artists. 
Although no longer occupied by 
him in 1914, the Charles Dana Gib- 
son house had not yet been re- 





Flushing’s Quaker Meeting House, 1695 
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placed by shops. Olga Muller and 
Edith Woodman Burroughs were 
talented sculptors The latter's 
husband, Bryson Burroughs, was 
not only a painter in his own right 
but in addition curator of paint- 
ings at the Metropolitan Museum 
of Art. Paintings of our soldiers 
in the trenches of World War I by 
Joseph Cummings Chase hung later 
in the Smithsonian Institution. 

Part of our ultra modern junior 
high school on Barcly and Sanford 
now occupies the site of the home 
and adjoining studio of William 
H. Walker, cartoonist for ‘Life’, 
predecessor of “Life Magazine”. 

The high school on Broadway, 
now Northern Boulevard, was not 
completed when we came. High 
school pupils in conjunction with 
elementary graders attended classes 
in a houselike structure on Sanford 
and Union just west of what today 
is the brick Bowne School, Public 
School No. 20 

In the fall of 1914 the Fox- 
wood School, a private institution 
under Elizabeth Curtis, founder and 
principal, was beginning its second 
year. 

When I entered its doors that 
October to teach in kindergarten 
and first grade, projects were under 
way to help the Belgians already 
in the Kaiser's clutches. Everyone 
was knitting 

I cannot boast as I look back on 
my attempts to keep stitches from 
slipping from more than 20 pairs 
of needles. I recollect that one 
child did make headway with a 
facecloth, but she had learned to 
knit at home! 

After the United States entered 
the war the children continued do- 
ing their bit. I recall how im- 
pressed they were by a speaker who 
urged them to eat every morsel on 
their plates to please Mr. Herbert 
Hoover! 

Another occasional speaker was 
Mr. Dan Beard who lived near Fox- 
wood School and came in broad- 
brimmed hat and Boy Scout uni- 
form. 

One of my little boys, Dickie 
Chapman, continually drawing 
ships, became a naval officer in 
World War II 


Nursemaids, living in the homes 
of the small children, brought them 
to school mornings and took them 


Continued on page 33 


24 





FEBRUARY 1959 











OF BAY SHORE 


—A FRIENDLY LOCAL BANK - 
COMMUNITY OFFICE MAIN OFFICE 


aren tere 
. . 4. 


340 Howell’s Road at Pine Drive 128 W. Main Street at Ocean Ave. 


Open Monday Eves. 6:30—8 P.M Open Friday Eves. 6:30—8 P.M. 
MOhawk 5-1100 M Ohawk 6-6400 
DRIVE-IN WINDOW WALK-UP WINDOW 


— ACCOUNTS INSURED TO $10,000 — 














Grumman Aircraft Engineering Corp’n 
Bethpage, Long Island, N. Y. 


Designers and Manufacturers of the 
Cougar S2F Sub Killer 
and the Albatross 


Liger 


Airplanes for the U. S. Navy and the Air Force 














WILLIAM A. NICHOLSON 
Vice President 


JOHN E. NICHOLSON 
President 
Nicholson & Galloway 
Established 1849 
Roofing and Waterproofing 


Difficult commissions accepted to correct wall and roof 


leaks in schools, churches, banks, public buildings, etc. 


426 East 110th Street 
New York City 
LEhigh 422076 


Cedar Swamp Road 
Brookville, L. I. 
BRookville 5-0020 




















Bayside Federal Savings 


AND LOAN ASSOCIATION 
THREE OFFICES FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE 
GLEN OAKS — BAYSIDE — WINDSOR PARK 


FI 7-7800 BA 9-2700 HO 8-7800 
3% _ 
Current 07/0 Dividend 


Per Annum, Compounded Quarterly 


. ‘ Federal Home Loan Bank System 
MEMBER: Federal Savings & Loan Insurance Corp. 

















FEBRUARY 1959 


cAn cAncient “Brick Cireplace 


HUMBING through old rec- 

ords, talking to old people, 
and running down tales and legends 
dimmed by the mist of bygone days, 
is a very fascinating hobby. Per- 
haps its greatest reward is found 
when one succeeds in unraveling a 
mystery which had baffled you for 
years, and of which there was no 
written record, no living partici- 
pant, but an actual, physical fact 
which you had stared at with your 
own eyes. 

Less than a year ago, I was able 
to come to a sensible conclusion 
about a mystery which had bothered 
me for more than fifty years, and 
which had defied my best efforts to 
solve. The mystery involved that 
everyday hum-drum item known 
as a fireplace; but this one buried 
under eight feet of Fire Island sand 
and at a location where all records 
and authorities assured me _ there 
had never been a house. Thanks 
to a clue from a well informed 
Long Island historian, a careful 
checking of certain dates involving 
an unlawful but vastly lucrative 
enterprise, and a further check of 
government activities at the time, 
we were able to satisfy our half- 
century of curiosity. 

About fifty-two years ago, two 
friends of my father, Mr. Oscar 
Schwenke, millionaire yachting and 
fishing enthusiast, and Mr. John 
Ennis, a retired gentleman of the 
same school, dropped into the 
house one afternoon and invited 
him to accompany them to Fire 
Island, to look at the site of a pro- 
posed hotel being built by Mr. John 
A. Wilbur. All had a very dim 
view of the idea, because of the 
grim isolation of the island. At 
that time the site of what Mr. Wil- 
bur intended to call Ocean Beach 
was a wild and desolate area, and 
save for the lighthouse and the 
rusting shell of the old Western 
Union lookout tower, there was not 
a trace of man or any of his works. 

Overhearing the conversation, 
and being at that time about four- 
teen years of age and already im- 
mensely intrigued with Fire Island 
because of the tales I had heard 
about some of the activities which 


had taken place there in bygone 


Douglas Tuomy 


days, I asked permission to accom- 
pany the men. This granted, we 
set out in Mr. Schwenke’s new 
yacht, the Osceola, and arrived off 
the beach. There was no pier or 
landing place, so we anchored well 
offshore and were rowed in by the 
yacht’s captain. 

Two barges were drawn up on 
the shore, loaded with lumber and 
the usual equipment necessary for 
a building project. From inland, 
hidden by the dense underbrush, 
we could hear the activities of 
workmen, and climbing up the 
dunes which lined the bay shore, 
we saw Mr. Wilbur standing at the 
edge of the excavation being made 
for the hotel’s foundation. 

The excavating was being done 
by the primitive method used in 
those days. Two mules were hitch- 
ed to a device known as a scoop. 
This resembled a huge flour or 
sugar scoop, and was fitted with 
two handles like a plow. The driver 
would lift the handles so that the 
scoop dug into the sand, and the 
mules would drag the scoopful up 
the side of the excavation where 
it was dumped. 





Fireplace in Setauket’s Old Brewster House 
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Even as we watched, the man 
whipped up the mules for a run, 
and as they strained against the 
harness and broke into a fast trot, 
the scoop struck something and up- 
ended. The driver held to the 
handles and was thrown into the 
air, falling on the backs of the 
mules and causing them to kick 
out of the traces and dash off into 
the brush. The driver picked him- 
self up, and taking a shovel from 
one of the other workmen he start- 
ed to clear away the sand to sec 
what had caused the upset. We saw 
him stop and stare, and then scratch 
his head. He turned toward us and 
shouted for Mr. Wilbur to come 
down and see what he had un 
covered. 

Scrambling down the steep side 
of the pit, we in turn stared, for 
there lay the corner of a fireplace. 
At Mr. Wilbur’s order all the 
workmen shoveled away, and soon 
brought to light a hearth, some ten 
or twelve feet long and four feet 
deep. The brick was well laid up 
and by no means a temporary or 
make-shift piece of masonry. Fur- 
ther digging uncovered heavy, 
charred timbers and large bolts and 
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spikes. Enough to satisfy my fa- 
ther, who was a building contractor, 
that a more than substantial build- 
ing had once stood there. About 
a foot from the fireplace they un- 
covered an iron kettle or pot with 
three short legs and a heavy handle. 
Some six feet away from the first 
find they came across a pile of light 
iron chain, badly rusted, which 
broke as it was lifted; and other 
pieces of rusted iron-work, which 
because of the round shape might 
well have been manacles or leg- 
irons, and mixed in with all of this 
were charred pieces of wood of 
every size. 

Mr. Wilbur was absolutely be- 
wildered, as he said he knew the 
beach and the history of it, and 
could not imagine what the build- 
ing had been used for or who 
could have built it. My fifty-odd 
years of asking questions and dig- 
ving through records to find the 
answer, started that afternoon, and 
ended a year or so ago with the 
conclusion that the building had 
been the guard-house of the stock- 
ade in which  slave-runners kept 
their pitiful, human cargoes, until 
they could be ferried to the main- 
land without interference by the 
authorities. 

Few of the thousands of people 
who now inhabit Fire Island during 
the vacation or summer season, 
know that it was used during some 
two hundred years for offshore 
whaling, murderous professional 
wrecking, the burying of pirate loot 
and slave-running. Most of these 
occupations are a matter of record 


and the details are still to be found 
in old documents and letters, to say 
nothing of the legends and tales 
which have been passed along from 
father to son in South Shore 
families. 

My conclusion that the ancient 
fireplace was all that remained of 
a slave-runner’s guard-house was 
confirmed during a conversation 
with one of the best informed of 
Long Island historians. After hear- 
ing of the discovery, and before I 
had told him my opinion, he came 
up with the theory that matched 
my own. The reasons he set forth 
were quite obvious. 

It is a matter of official record 
that during Colonial days and up 
to Civil War times, some of the 
large landowners 6n the South 
Shore of Long Island dealt in black 
ivory, or slaves. As a matter of 
fact, George Lewis Weeks, Islip 
Town historian, told me that only 
in recent years has the whipping- 
post which stood in the center of 
the slave-quarters in a certain Islip 
estate been taken down. The fam- 
ily that previously owned this vast 
acreage were known as dealers in 
slaves, and owned or had shares in 
several sleek schooners plying be- 
tween Africa and Long Island. 

One has only to think about the 
ideal location of Fire Island as a 
base for this type of endeavor, to 
see the possibilities. The Long 
Island Forum has printed a number 
of astounding tales of slave-running 
schooners which sailed openly 
through Fire Island inlet and up 
the bay to the estates of landed 
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gentlemen who kept 
large’ slave quarters. 


“unusually 
The Forum 


has also told how, after the im- 
porting of slaves became illegal, 


some persons started kidnapping 
free northern Negroes and selling 
them in the South where there was 
still a market. Naturally the vic- 
tims had to be taken to a safe 
hiding place until they could be 
shipped, and shipping by water was 
the safest method. 

As there was a heavy head-tax 
on imported slaves, it does make 
sense that the gentry in the busi- 
ness may possibly have maintained 
a well-guarded stockade with the 
right type of armed bullies to warn 
off the curious, and found the deso- 
late, uninhabited sands of Fire Is- 
land ideal for their purpose. 
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Early “Bicycles, Oil Lamps, Etc. 


‘VE come to realize lately that 
many things that were a mat- 
ter of course to me as a youngster 
are unknown to a later generation, 
and also I remember my reaction 
to changes which are commonplace 
today. I thought perhaps such 
things might be of interest. 

In the wall of our parlor is a 
little handle which often excites 
people's curiosity. It was original- 
ly attached to a wire which went 
through the walls and came out 
near the ceiling of the kitchen, 
where hung a bell on springs, fas- 
tened to a board. When the handle 
was turned the bell rang, and the 
maid knew it was time to bring in 
afternoon tea. We had only two 
of these bells, the other being con- 
nected with what is now called the 
master bedroom. Some houses had 
a number of these bells. 

Saturday morning was lamp day 
in our house, and, I imagine, in 
a good many others. Fifteen lamps 
and a lantern were the usual quota. 
These had not only to be filled with 
kerosene, but the burners polished, 
the wicks trimmed, and the chim- 
neys washed. Chimneys were wash- 
ed with hot soapy water and then 
polished until they shone. At one 
time many chimneys broke in wash- 
ing. Finally we found out they 
were made in Japan and were not 
as tough as American chimneys. 
Washing chimneys was my job. 

I had nothing to do with the 
lamps themselves until one day 
when the others were away and 
father and I were the only ones 
home. Father's lamp in his office 
had to be filled in the middle of 
the week. I took great pride in 
taking care of that lamp and in 
making the burner shine as much 
as possible. Alas! that night the 
lamp would not burn, and father 
had to be content with a smaller 
lamp. The next morning I hitched 
up a horse and took the lamp to 
my friend Miss Dominick. She 
promptly found the trouble. I had 
used so much brass polish I had 
filled all the holes in the burner 
and without air the lamp wouldn't 
burn. 


Before the telephone, if there 


Kate W. Strong 


was a sudden attack of sickness in 
the night at our house, someone 
would have to go to our farm house, 


rout out the man, and have him 
hitch up a horse and go for the 
doctor in Port Jefferson — 5 miles 


away, and of course he would have 
to wait in the barn and take him 
back. In the day time a doctor 
getting the word would come with 
his own horse, but at night we 
would have to tote him. 

Speaking of doctors, my father 
once had the wildest ride of his 
life with a doctor, but no patient 
was involved that time. Father 
had to go to Riverhead to court to 
represent a friend's interest. He 
expected to take the train at Setau- 
ket and change at Jamaica for the 
main line. However, the train had 
changed time without notice and 
he missed it, so father decided he 
would go to Port Jefferson and see 
if his friend, Dr. Dildine, would 
take him in his small car, one of 
the early automobiles. Otherwise 
he would have to drive there and 
put up for the night. 

Dr. Dildine was willing to help 
out. So they started off. At that 
time the road to Riverhead was a 


single track, winding road through 
the woods. The doctor drove what 
seemed to father very fast and fa- 
ther kept the horn going and prayed 
they wouldn't meet anybody. They 
didn’t meet a soul and_ reached 
Riverhead in safety. Of course, 
father came back by train. 

Everyone has seen (at least in 
the movies) the high bicycles with 
a big wheel and a tiny wheel. 
When the prototype of the modern 
bicycle came in it was called a 
Safety. They had a very little step 
behind. I don't think the boys 
used it, but I used to stand on it 
with one foot. and my hands on my 
cousin's shoulders and had a fine 
ride as long as his patience held 
out. I don’t know whether it was 
then or a little later that different 
manufacturers had special colors. 
I remember Stearn bicycles were al- 
ways a brilliant orange. 

About the time the first Safe- 
ties came out one of my cousins 
had a most remarkable machine. It 
was called the ‘Otto’. It consisted 
of two large wheels with a seat 
between and pedals below to propel 
it. From the back of the seat went 
a curved rod with a tiny wheel 
at the end. That must have been 


Continued from Page 34 
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Greetings from Philippines 


Greetings: Tall coconut palms 
etched against the moon-lit sky; 
dark, glossy wide-spreading mango 
trees refreshingly cool in the mid- 
day heat; willowy bamboos bending 
low in the breeze from the moun- 
tain — these are the background 
for Christmas in Los Banos. 

No pine trees, holly or mistletoe. 
Instead, our front yard is bright 
with unbelievably beautiful red 
poinsettias. Our favorite stands 
far taller than we, and is already 
loaded with huge double blossoms 
impatient for the Coming. 

Yes, there are differences. In- 
stead of a holly wreath on our front 
door, we will have a silver and 
white star with long streamers to 
catch little ghostlets of air. At 
night it will be lighted to welcome 
our friends. Every home in the 
Philippines, even the humblest in 
the most remote barrio, will have a 
Christmas star — its symbolism is 
precious. 

On Christmas Eve the carolers 
will come. Small children, scrubbed 
and starched, who will sing little 
Christmas songs, perhaps only two 
lines. They will stand together on 
our porch, and when they have fin- 
ished, they will wait silently, shyly, 
until we bring them the candies, or 
cookies, or the few centavos they 
desire. 

In spite of differences, the Christ- 
mas spirit is here, too—in the greet- 








L. I. FORUM INDEX 

The Queens Borough Public Li- 
brary sells a complete index of the 
Long Island Forum for the years 
1938-1947 inclusive, at $1 postpaid. 
Also for the years 1948-1952 in- 
clusive, at 50 cents postpaid. They 
may be obtained by writing to the 
Long Island Collection, Queens 
Borough Public Library, 89-14 Par- 
sons Boulevard, Jamaica 32, New 
York. 
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Island’s Largest Display 


Ira J. Friedman, 215 Main Street, 
Port Washington, who has the 
largest display of Long Island 
books, maps and other material, 
is selling ‘Colonial Long Island” by 
Paul Bailey exclusively in that ter- 
ritory. Adv. 








The Barth-Hamilton 
Agency, Inc. 
Complete INSURANCE Service 
George C. Barth, President 
134A Broadway Amityville 


AM 4-6600 and 6601 

















ings from home to home, the extra 
warmth in the smiles, and in the 
exchanging of small gifts with our 
Filipino neighbors. 

Yes, we have had a good year in 
the Philippines. The work is satis- 
fying and rewarding in many ways. 
We have had two trips during the 
year—last spring to New Zealand, 
and this October to Japan—wonder- 
ful experiences which we shall al- 
ways cherish. Grace’s mother has 
been here with us all year—quite a 
traveler at 81. We expect to be 
home for a month in the Spring, 
and may then return for a third 
and final year. Life is wonderfully 
good. Friends across the world 
make it so. 

Our wish for you this Christmas 
Season is quiet happiness and in 
the New Year peace throughout 
the world. 

Halsey and Grace Knapp 

Note: Dr. Halsey B. Knapp, long 
time director of the “State Farm 
School” at Farmingdale, has since 
his retirement been associated with 
the Near East Relief and the U. S. 
Government's experimental work in 
agriculture. 








Pamphlets by the Forum 

The Forum has a limited number 
of the following pamphlets, for sale 
at $1 postpaid: 

The Talented Mount Brothers, by 
Jacqueline Overton. 

Long Island’s First Italian, 1639, 
by Judge Berne A. Pyrke. 
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LONG ISLAND 
Books—Maps— Prints 
Paintings—Documents 


Bought and Sold 


Ira J. Friedman 
215 Main Street 


Port Washington 
Tel. PO 7-3547 


























E. CLAYTON SMITH 


Established 1913 


Jobber-Replacement Parts ’ 
Tools - Equipment 
218-220 East Main St. 


Tel. MO 9-0551 


—_— 


Babylon 








The Bowne House 


Historical Society 
Judge Charles S. Colden, President 
presents 
The Bowne House 
Built 1661 
Bowne St. and Fox Lane 
FLUSHING, N. Y. 
A Shrine to Religion Freedom 
ADMISSION FREE 
Sundays, Tuesdays and Saturdays 3to5 P.M 








Blomquist Laundry 
COMPLETE 
LAUNDRY SERVICE 
11 Cottage Row Glen Cove 
Tel. Glen Cove 4-1105 


Serving the Community 
Since 1900 




















Phone CHapel 9-2006 








Farmingdale Federal Savings t 


and Loan Association 
312 CONKLIN STREET 


3i% Per Annum 


FARMINGDALE, N. Y. 
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eManor of St. George 


HEN Colonel William 

Smith died, he passed on 
several legacies to his descendants. 
One was the name “Tangier” which 
distinguished his family from the 
Bull Smiths of Smithtown and the 
Rock and Waite Smiths of Queens 
County. Another was his domain 
or Manor with its wealth and social 
privilege. A third was his own 
character: some of his traits were 
continued through the family line 
for generations, as persistent as the 
physical traits of the Hapsburg jaw: 
the Tangier Smiths had a liking 
for independence, and held fast to 
their feudal territories; they were 
intensely loyal — to the Crown 
when New York was a province, 
and to the United States when it 
was formed (during the Revolu- 
tion Smith’s grandson sent money 
to the state, served in the prov- 
incial congress, endured privation 
and hardship, and the family sur- 
vived persecution, banishment, and 
British prison); other traits were a 
love for titles and military rank 
(genealogical charts show Major 
Smith, General John Smith, Colonel 
Henry Smith, and a grand total of 
some thirteen descendants given the 
name ‘William’ almost as a title); 
another trait was the original Wil- 
liam’s genius for law and govern- 
ment. 

Throughout its history, the Man- 
or of St. George has been an in- 
fluence on the economics of Long 
Island and New York. Whaling 
is one example: a lookout station 
existed on the beach at Smith’s 
Point even in prehistoric times, and 
upon acquiring the beach as pron- 
erty, the Smiths received the benefit 
of the station. Thus. Ladv Martha 
Smith writes in her diarv, “June 16, 
1707. Killed a yearling whale. 
Made 27 barreles February ye 4.” 
Generations later, Egbert T. Smith 
issued a poster or broadside dated 
July 4, 1861: 


“SMITH’S POINT 


Whaling Station No. 7 
Coast of Long Island. 
Regulations. 


When a whale is taken, the 
proceedes shall be divided, after 


Chester G. Osborne 


the expenses are 
follows: 

One half to Egbert T. Smith, 
and the remainder to the men in 
the boats; those steering and 
heading them, shall receive $3. 
extra. Five dollars will be given 
to the person making the signal 
for a whale being in sight, if it 
is taken, but if pursued and not 
captured, only one dollar will 
be given. 

The old regulations are abo!- 
ished. 

Another paper in the Tangier 
Smith files mentions “islands . 
together with all the hunting, hawk- 
ing, fowling and fishing and oyster- 
ing rights in and upon said lands 
and waters.’ The sales and rentals 
of such rights were important 
sources of revenue for the Smiths, 
and a contribution to the economic 
wealth of the area. 

Thus in July, 1828, William 
Smith (the one called ‘‘Point 
Billy’, who married Hannah Car- 
man) sold to John Ketchem and 
Jeremiah Allibian ‘‘all my privileges 
of fishing, gunning and eeling ...” 
A year later Point Billy ‘‘contract- 
ed and hired Barnabas Rider all my 
fishing and gunning with an ex- 
ception and the right to live and 


deducted, as 


Chester G. Osborne besides teach- 
ing school, is curator of manu- 
scripts of the Museum, Manor of 
St. George, at Mastic. 
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Economics 


build a house on my beach and it 
is mutually agreed . . . that either 
party has the right to grant per 
mission to gun for sport...” 

In 1787 various inhabitants were 
(Debtor for grass on the beach): 


Richard Hulls ......... LO... 3.2% 
Nathaniel Huls LO.. 3..6 
Daniel Terry ........ Q:;; 10.26 
Jeremiah Hubbard O..10..6 
Spencer Dayton .. 0.. 5..3 


In 1788, Joseph Garred, Jona- 
than King, Mordecai Homan Jr., 
David Robinson and John Robin- 
son contracted for similar feed; 
this and the grass and hay from 
the salt marshes were considered 
of great benefit to livestock; during 
the Revolutionary War, Brigadier 
General Oliver DeLancey sent his 
own horses to the Smith farm; he 
wrote: “It would be well if the 
Mare in the Day could Run on the 
Salt Marsh to Strengthen Her feet.” 

In the early 19th century, the 
Smiths operated a wood industry. 
Timber in large amounts was cut 
and shipped to New York on the 
sloop Indiana. There are stacks of 
bills accounting for this, receipts 
from “Captain Gerrard” and oth- 
ers: bills written on heavy, rag 
paper, folded and pressed down and 
one might almost say “‘baled to- 
gether” with thread and twine so 
that when untied, they fly like steel 
springs in all directions; bills men- 
tioning everything under the sun, 


Continued on page 33 





St. George Manorhouse Today 
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Leading Real Estate Brokers of 





Babylon 


CHARLES F. PFEIFLE 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 
Lots - Plots - Acreage 
W. Main, by Lake MOhawk 9-0644 

% Northport 


EDWIN N. ROWLEY, INC. 
EDWARD BIALLA 
ALBERT M. ZILLIAN 
Real Estate — Insurance 
Appraisals 
74 Main St., Northport 

ANdrew 1-8108 
Member L. I. Real Estate 














Board 





Mineola 
J..ALFRED VALENTINE 
Real Estate - Insurance 


148 Mineola Boulevard 
Phone Garden City 7-7200 





Hicksville 





SEAMAN & EISEMANN, Inc. 
Real Estate - Insurance 
167 Broadway’ Tel. WElls 1-0600 





‘Riverhead 





DUGAN REALTY COMPANY 
Eastern Long Island Country 
Places along Ocean, Sound, 
Peconic, Shinnecock Bays. 








REAL ESTATE 


Insurance Mortgages 


JOHN T. PULIS 


101 Richmond Ave, Amityville 
AMityville 4-1489 














EASTPORT 
Edward B. Bristow 
Real Estate and Insurance 


Main Street EAstport 5-0164 














Savings Accounts opened 
and Banking-by-Mail 


The Union 
Savings Bank 


of Patchogue, New York 


The only Savings Bank in 
Western Suffolk County 


Member Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation 




















From A L, I. Parisian 

That old Mascot dock in Patch- 
ogue extended out a lot further 
than the picture shown on cover of 
the September Forum. There were 
at least two cross sections where 
the larger boats tied up. There 
was no “ferry.” After the oyster 
season the boats were cleaned up, 
repainted and summer cabins put 
on. I recall the Bonnie Doon, the 


Three Brothers, the Trio and a 
dozen or more sloops. Roe Ryder 
was a popular captain; also Will 


Still. Bob Howell's father had a 
big catboat, The Maid of the Mist. 
Its big mainsail was wicked. 

These boats all sailed “parties” 
at $5 for all day and $3 for an 
afternoon. I don’t’ believe there 
was any boatowners’ association or 
formal organization, but each cap- 
tain had his turn sailing a “packet” 
to Water Island for the day. Fare 
round trip 25 cents. 

Neither Ryder’s nor Thurber’s, 
at Water Island, was a real hotel. 
If you stayed overnight there was 
nothing to do but slap mosquitoes. 
So everybody set sail for home. 
When the wind gave out the cap- 
tain used his “settin’-pole’” and 
pushed the craft, making a good 
two miles an hour. 

Cherry Grove, some miles to the 
west of Water Island, was more 
popular with Sayville people. It 
was hard to reach from Patchogue 
with the prevailing southwest wind. 
It got too deep at times for the 
“settin’-pole”. 

The Mascot would be crowded, 
on Saturday nights especially. 
There was good Brooklyn beer at 
5 cents and Smith’s ice cream 
(made in East Patchogue) at 10c 
the plateful. Folks either walked 
there or took qa stage — fare one 
way from Main Street 5 cents. I 
remember the _ stagedriver’s call- 
ing “Right away down to the beach. 
Two more and I’m off:” 

Howard Sloat 
Hotel De La Tremoille 
Paris, France 

Note: Mr. Sloat, a native Pat- 
choguer, went on the stage, first 
starring in 1905 as “the peg-leg 
boy” in the famous play, “Mrs. 
Wiggs of the Cabbage Patch.” 

Firm’s 100th Year 

Nicholson & Richardson’s 1959 
calendar shows a large reproduction 
of a sailing vessel under full can- 
vas. This well known roofing, water- 
proofing and masonry restoration 
concern, of Brookville, Nassau 


County, will celebrate its 100th an- 
niversary in 


1959. 


Wading River 
WM. L. MILLER & SON 
Real Estate and Insurance 


___Phone: Wading River 4323 
Port Washington 











Howard C. Hegeman Agency, Inc. 
Real Estate and Insurance 
POrt Wash. 7-3124 185 Main St. 





__ = ‘Commack we 
Established — 1925 
JOHN W. NOTT 
Listings Wanted, Farms, Acreage 
Estates East of Huntington 





Jericho Turnpike at Commack, L. I. 
mY _ FOrest 8-9322 
Huntington , 


HENRY A. MURPHY 
INSURING AGENCY, Ine. 
Real Estate, Insurance, Mortgage 
Luans, Appraisals 
Steamship Tickets 
Cornelius L. Murphy Tel. Hunt. 176 





W yandanch 
HAROLD S. ISHAM 
All Lines of Insurance 

Real Estate 
Straight Path, Wyandanch 
Tel. Midland 7755 


Mastic 











Realtor—Insuror 
BENJAMIN G. HERRLEY 
MONTAUK HIGHWAY 
Phone ATlantic—1-8110 


Glen Head 
M. 0. HOWELL 
Real Estate - Insurance 
25 Glen Head Road 
PHONE: ORiole 6-0491 
Agency Estab. Over 50 Years 








Central Islip 
ROBERT E. O’DONOHUE 
Carleton Ave. Tel. 6317 Central Islip 


Real Estate - Insurance 
Established 1911 | 











INSURANCE | 


Robert Snyder 
MOhawk 1-2600 


Francis B. Garvey 
Babylon 














Ketcham & Colyer, Inc. 
INSURANCE 


George S. Colyer, Secy. 
Broadway and Park Ave. 
AMityville 4-0198 
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Long Island’s Suburban 
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Homeland 





Uniondale 


PETER P. ROCCHIO 
The Town Agency For 
Real Estate and Insurance 
889 Nassau Road, Uniondale 
Phone HEmpstead 2-6858 








Patchogue 





Realtors—Insurors 


JOHN J. ROE & SON 
125 E. Main St. GRover 5-2100 





Glen Cove 


HAROLD A. JACKSON CO. 
Insurance and Real Estate 
7 W. Glen St. Tel. ORiole 6-1500 





And 15 Forest Ave., Locust Valley. 








Westbury 





HAMILTON R. HILL 
Insurance - Real Estate 
For Westbury and Vicinity 
EDgewood 3-0108 249 Post Ave. 








Floral Park 


EDMUND D. PURCELL 
REALTOR 
Bales - Appraisals - Insurance 
111 Tyson Ave. FLoral Park 4-0333 








Lake Ronkonkoma 


CLIFFORD R. YERK 
Lots, Farms, Shore Frontage 





Homes Acreage 
Rosedale Ave. and Richmond Blvd. 


Telephones Ronkonkoma 8543 and 8859 





East Norwich 


RICHARD DOWNING & SONS 
Established 1857 


Complete Insurance Service 


Jericho. Road 
Tel. WAlnut 2 0592 


" BENS T. WEST 








Real Estate -Insurance 
EAST /JETAUKET 
Long island, New York 

o* Tel. 101 Setauket « 











Unqua Agency, Inc. 
General Insurance 
Real Estate 
GORDON W. FRASER, Mgr. 


170 Park Avenue AMityville 4-0876 




















History of L. I. Parks 


A large 56 page History of the 
Long Island State Parks, by Ches- 
ter R. Blakelock, Executive Secre- 
tary of the Long Island State Park 
Commission, is now _ available 
through the Long Island Forum at 
$2 postpaid. Attractively bound, 
well printed and cuntaining more 
than forty photographs and other 
illustrations, it tells the complete 
story of the creation and career of 
the Commission over a period of 
more than half a century. 

Just as the island’s State Park 
system has served as a criterion to 
other park systems throughout the 
nation, so the achievements of the 
Commission, under the militant 
chairmanship of Robert Moses, 
have provided numerous examples 
of what it takes to accomplish the 
“impossible” in a field that has 
been called “working for’ the 
people”. 

Certainly this history should be 
in every school, every library and 
in every home that takes an inter- 
est in public affairs. Mail order 
purchases will be filled in the order 
of their receipt as long as the sup- 
ply lasts. Address Box 805 Amity- 
ville, N. Y. 


Knew Bloodgood Cutter 


I was amused by the story of 
Bloodgood H. Cutter who lived in 
Little Neck (by Charles J. Mc- 
Dermott, December issue). I lived 
in Manhasset which was not very 
far from Little Neck. I often saw 
Mr. Cutter driving around. He rode 
in a buggy that was very old or 
else had seen hard usage. I re- 
member that the wheels were not 
in line but wiggled this way and 
that, and I was afraid they would 
come off. 

His harness was part leather and 
part rope, and did not look safe 
to me. One morning as I was walk- 
ing to school Mr. Cutter stopped 
the horse (poor old animal) and 
said, “Little girl, would you like a 
ride to school?” I thanked him and 
said I had to make a stop, so could 
not accept. To myself I said “I 
wouldn't ride in that old buggy”. I 
didn’t want any of the kids to see 
me in it. But at least he tried to 
be nice. 

I have heard some of his poems 
at different times. He meant well, 
and probably did his best, which 
is one thing we should all do. 

(Mrs.) Mary E. Fuller 
Riverhead 


East Quogue 





GEO. H. JONES 
Real Estate and Insurance 
Squires Ave., East Quogue 
Tel. Hampton Bays 2-0190 








Hubbell, Klapper & Hubbell 
LONG ISLAND REAL ESTATE 


65 Hilton Avenue 
Garden City, N. Y. 














**The Fame Behind the Name’’ 


HARDER 


Extermination Service, Inc. 


Termite Control, Mothproof- 
ing and all other services 


Phone Nearest Office 


GRover 5-2100 HUntington 4-2304 
PArk 7- 2943 1Vanhoe 1-8800 
MOhawk 9-2020 SOuthampton 1-0846 
BEllport 7-0604 STony Brook 17-0917 


F. Kenneth Harder Robert Troup 
President Vice-President 














Mortgage Loans 


First Mortgage Loans 
Are Our Specialty 


When you’ve found the 
home you would like to buy 
or build, consult us about 
financing. 


Suffolk County’s 
Oldest Savings Bank 


Incorporated 1858 
Southold Savings Bank 
Southold, New York 


Member Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation 

















Che 
S\ uffolk Group 


Incorporated 
*““CLINIC FOR 
ALL PHASES OF 
FAMILY FINANCES”’ 
The Old Mill Farm 
190 Merrick Road, Amityville 
Tel. AMityville 4-6868 
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Cooper House, Quogue 


We are indebted to Mr. John W. 
Brewer of Quaker Hill, Pawling, 
N. Y., for this picture of the old 
Cooper House in Quogue from a 
photograph which he took about 
1900. He did so in response to a 


request in the November Forum 
from Mrs. S. L. Searles. 


We are told that this summer 
boarding house, owned and operat- 
ed by members of the Cooper fam- 
ily, was one of the most ponular 
vacation spots in that part of the 
county. Mrs. Stephen L. Searles 
of Hampton Bays writes us that 
about 1915 a Mr. Sutro moved the 
“new” dining room of the Cooper 
House to Westhampton where he 
converted it into a library. 

According to the LIRR guide of 
1877" “Captain Cooper could house 
70 guests (not including children)”. 
The Captain had a “bus” running 
between his place and the ocean 
bathing beach and posted notices 
against tipping the driver or his 
assistant, and absolving himself of 
liability for accidents, mishaps or 
loss of property by passengers. 

The Cooper House, we are ad- 
vised, was later remodeled into a 
residence by Dr. and Mrs. J. Russell 
Watson. 








Benj. G. Huskisson 
INSURANCE REAL ESTATE 
POrt Jefferson 8-0372 


208 East Main St., Port Jefferson 




















, LONG ISLAND 
ligerth, REAL ESTATE 
INSURANCE 
for more than 40 years 
Main office on Main road at 
Mattituck. Tel. Mattituck 9-8434. 
Nassau County office at 1699 
Northern Blvd., Manhasset. Tel. 

Manhasset 7 2646. 








Real Estate Insurance 


EDWARD F. COOK 


East Hampton 
Telephone 4-1440 














LEON R. EDELSTEIN 
Babylon Town Real Estate 
Wanted to Purchase old L. I. 
Maps, Documents. 
630 Sunrise Highway Babylon 
Tel. MOhawk 9-1144 
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Cooper House, Quogue, in 1927 





1959 

















1 % ON YOUR 
4/9 SAVINGS 


Bay SHore FEDERAL SAVING 




















“The Thirteen Tribes” 


By Paul Bailey 


A brief account of the names, 
locations, customs, characteristics and 
history of the Long Island Indians. 


Well Illustrated 





Fourth Printing Now Ready. $1 Postpaid 


LONG ISLAND FORUM 
Amityville, N.Y. 
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Continued from page 29 
and bills by the thousand, such as 
this: 
“1849 — Mr. William Smith 
oak wood Soald 30 Coards 26/6 
per Co—99.36 


The Sloop Expences 


os 


o wharfage .................. 


- 


o 1 tin teapot ....... 


— 


o | pepper box 
to Boards 
And another includes: 





$1.47 


to 2 Carp line 
Eg things 
to 2 Bottle Compound 


Syrup, 2.00 

to 1 Book 0.25 
to 2 Pistoles 3.00” 
The accounts tell their own 


stories; one is free to guess at the 
incidents which prompted the two 
“pistoles”, but the Compound sug- 
gests a remedy, and the tin teapot 
suggests a bit of relaxation on the 
long trip from Smith’s Point, 
through the inlet nearby, down 
coastal waters to the city. 
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The economic influence can only 
be summarized here: the extent of 
the agriculture can only be imag- 
ined when one remembers the 100 
slaves who once worked the soil; 
Judge Smith sold timber and 
promptly planted orchards in the 
stumpy lots; carp and eels were 
shipped by wholesale lot; oystering 
for the famous Bluepoints assumed 
industry status, and the Smith’s 
owned the very land under the bay 
for a long time. In recent times, 
eight applications were waiting on 
the desk of the Town Board from 
individuals and companies who 
waited for the day when rights 
would be cleared for the great 
oyster beds. 
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Continued from page 24 


strolling afternoons. A _ “sitter” 
then was an uncoined word. 

People in those days complained 
of the clang and clatter trolleys 
made at night turning corners on 
switches. Not an airplane soared 
over Flushing in 1914 to drown out 
radio or television had there been 
those means of entertainment. Nor 
were many planes flying elsewhere. 
But Mineola had them, and I eager- 
ly accepted an invitation that year 
to ride over there and watch them 
circling above the airfield on short 
flights. It was a memorable oc- 
casion. 

Living now as I do between La 
Guardia and Idlewild airports, so 
far removed from the times I have 
written about, I am reminded of 
a real estate slogan which has been 
in town as long as I have. All to 
myself I whisper it softly, “So this 
is Flushing!” 





I do so enjoy the Forum. Each 
one is so interesting I look for- 
ward each month for the new copy. 
Mrs. Maurice S. French, Islip. 














THE “HISTORY HOUSES” 


OF THE FUTURE 


Are Being Financed by Your Savings Bank Now 





MORTGAGE MONEY AVAILABLE 
FOR HOME BUILDERS AND BUYERS 





RIVERHEAD SAVINGS BANK 


85 YEARS OF SERVICE TO SAVERS AND HOME OWNERS 


RIVERHEAD, N. Y. 


PARK 7-3600 
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Continued From Page 


for parking, as the seat would have 
tipped a person over backward 
had the little wheel been on the 
ground. As I look back I wonder 
if some manufacturer with a num- 
ber of the big bicycle wheels on 
hand had evolved this scheme to 
get rid of them. I guess it didn't 
work as I never saw another one 
of that make. 

My father had one of the early 
phonographs . . . with a big horn 


Bicycle of 1888, with owner 
the late Nat Roe, Patchogue 


such as used to be shown in the 
advertisement with the dog listening 
to his master’s voice. The horns 
were painted inside to look like 
morning glories. The records, in 
cylinder shape, lasted either two or 
four minutes. Father's machine 
would adjust to either. The record 
always stated the name of the piece 
and then, ‘Edison records.” 
Father's were mostly songs and 
hymns. Of the songs he was par- 
ticularly fond of Bonnets of Bonnie 
Dundee, Tenting To-night, Medleys 


from Gilbert and Sullivan, and 
from Yale songs, and Marching 
Through Georgia. 

The records were waxed, and 


cracked easily and there was woe 
when a favorite song departed thus. 
was hard to replace them. 
Later they made indestructible rec- 
The old machine is. silent 


as it 


ords. 
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now, since a boy, with more en- 
thusiasm than judgment, wound it 
too tight and broke the main spring. 

I remember my amazement when 
a friend told me what seemed like 
a miracle .. . that a gadget on the 
main floor turned the furnace off 
and on. Father always saw to the 
drafts on our furnace, and when 
he was away, as I grew older, that 
was my job. One night as the 
family were going to bed I went 
down to fix the furnace. I found 
the fire so low that if I turned the 
drafts off there would be no fire by 
morning. So I went back upstairs 
to the parlor to wait a while. To 
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keep myself awake, I took up Mary 
Roberts Rinehart’s Circular Stair- 
case. When I looked up, it was 
11 o'clock and in shivers from that 
weird story I had no desire to go 
through the silent house out to the 
kitchen and down into those dark 
cellars. Of course it had to be 
done, but I determined, if I ever 
had that job to do again, I would 
take a quieter book even though | 
went to sleep over it. 

The architect for Rock Hall at 
Lawrence, erected in 1767 and now 
a town museum, was Gerhardus 
Clowes, one of America’s leading 
architects of that day. 
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anticipated earnings 


PER ANNUM#* 
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OF DEPOSIT 

“based on 
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“Wreck of the Louise SH. “Randall 


OAL was cheap along the 

south shore of Long Island 
during the winter of 1893. The 
coal came from the ill-fated schoon- 
er Louise H. Randall, bound from 
Maine for New York on her maid- 
en voyage. The huge four-master 
ran into a terrific blizzard off 
Montauk on November 27 and lost 
her bearings in the driving snow. 
Laboring before a strong southeast 
wind under bare poles and a bobb- 
ed jib, unable to spot Ponquogue 
light off her starboard, the schoon- 
er continued westward, hoping to 
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raise Fire Island light or the light- 
ship as night fell. 

Early in the evening she struck 
the outer bar at Smith's Point, al- 
most midway between Ponquogue 
and Fire Island. Several hundred 
yards from the beach she dug into 
the sand while the Atlantic Ocean, 
rolling unobstructed all the way 
from Europe, proceeded to bash 
in her sides and tear her apart. 
Within a few minutes the great 
hull was completely submerged and 
the eleven souls aboard, including 
the captain’s wife, took refuge in 
the rigging. 

From eighty to a hundred feet 
above the sea, they awaited what 


must have seemed inevitable fate. 
The skipper and his wife occupied 
the crosstrees of the after mast. 
Scattered high in the rigging of 
the other masts were the nine sail- 
ors, each tying himself fast to 
withstand the ever increasing swing 
of the dizzy spars. 

There they clung throughout the 
night in spite of the intense cold 
and the listing of the ship. As the 
snow let up soon after daybreak, 
they could see the crews of the 
Smith's Point, Bellport and Mo- 
riches Lifesaving stations on the 
they could see the crews of the 
beach. They could hear the reports 
of the lyle-gun as repeated attempts 
were made to send a lifeline over 
the rigging of the ship. They knew 
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that in such a surf no boat could 
be launched. The ten men and 
one woman saw the day fade into 
another night as they still clung 
to their perilous positions. 

Throughout this second night 
they watched the bonfires which 
were kept roaring on the beach. 
Towards morning they saw the 
lights of a wrecking tug which had 
arrived from New York. Soon aft- 
er daybreak, those aboard the 
schooner saw a surfboat dragged 
to the water's edge. A volunteer 
crew, picked from each station, 
manned the oars. Other lifesavers 
waded into the breakers to push 
the huge cakes of ice aside. They 
brought in heavy pieces of wreck- 
age which could have stove the 
boat. - Finally the signal was given 
and the small craft was pushed off, 
but only to be thrown back upon 
the beach. 

At last, however, the boat man- 
aged to get away on a tremendous 
backwash which carried her well 
out into the breakers. There the 
vars dug in. For several minutes 
she held her then slowly 
moved seaward and was on her way 
to the outer bar. Close to the 
schooner, a great timber suddenly 
drove down upon them. It struck 
the oat amidships and shove her 
just above the waterline. 

Then came the sort of action for 
which the lifesavers were noted. 
While several men bailed, the oth- 
ers bent to their oars, not back to- 
ward shore, nor to the schooner, 
but past it and out to sea, straight 
to the wrecking tug which, realiz- 
ing their predicament, came _for- 
ward and took them aboard; also 
their damaged surfboat. 

From this vantage point, the life- 
savers, together with members of 
tug’s crew, launched a large yawl 
and finally reached the schooner. 
Pulling around to the lee of her 


own, 


astern, a line was tossed aboard- 
ship and a sailor, cautiously de- 
scending from his perch, made it 
fast. Thus the captain and _ his 
wife, as well as the nine members 
of the crew, were all transferred 
from _ schooner to tug which 
thereupon proceeded to New York 
with the rescued as well as the 
lifesavers. The latter returned to 
their stations next day by train, 
bringing the damaged surfboat on 
a flat car. 

As for the Louise H. Randall, 
within a week she had completely 
disappeared except for a portion of 
her bowsprit which still protruded 
above the breakers of the outer bar 
as a gaunt reminder of what a 
wintry gale can do to a ship strand- 
ed on Great South Beach. But a 
more practical reminder of _ this 
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wreck were the tons upon tons of 
soft coal which residents of the 
south shore gathered along the 
beach during the next few months. 


East Hampton Town R>cords 


Jeannette Edwards Rattray of 
East Hampton, author of several 
books on Long Island history 
(Whale Off!, Ship Ashore!, History 
of East Hampton with G2nealogies, 
ete.) has recently completed the 
preparation of five books of record 
for East Hampton Town. Three 
volumes have been published. They 
are: East Hampton Town Records, 
Vol. VII, for the years 1928-1934; 
Vol. VIII. for years 1934-1938; and 
Vol. IX, for years 1938-1943. Each 
has a long introduction with chap- 
ters devoted to the outstanding 
events of those years, relating the 
material in the Town Board min- 














“Colonial Long Island” 


By Paul Bailey 


A brief history 


of the Island’s first 250 years 


More than 50 illustrations 


Hard Cover Cloth Bound 
Edition $3.00 postpaid 
Saddle-stitched in stiff covers, $2.00 per copy postpaid 


LONG ISLAND FORUM 
Amityville, N. Y. 

















~ Franklin National Bank 


OF LONG 


ISLAND, NEW YORK 


MEMBER FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION 





FEBRUARY 1959 


utes to other town events of the 
time. Similarly prepared are two 
volumes of East Hampton Town 
Trustees’ Journals, for the years 
1926-1940, and 1940-1956. 


The office of Town Trustee is 
almost extinct in New York State. 
Mrs. Rattray has consulted many 
authorities on the subject and de- 
votes one chapter of the introduc- 
tion to that office; her town is 
unique today in having twelve Trus- 
tees. Another chapter is devoted 
to the Dongan Patent. 

In November, 1958, Mrs. Rattray 
completed a short history of Gar- 
diner’s Island—25 pages of text and 
25 pages of pictures. This was 
printed by the East Hampton Star 
Press for Bayberry Ventures, Inc., 
the group which rents Gardiner’s 
Island. Ownership of the historic 
island has never gone out of the 
family since it was first granted to 
Lion Gardiner in 1639. The new 
book is not available to the public. 

Mrs. Rattray is editor of the 
East Hampton Star, a weekly pub- 
lished since 1885. 


Southside Cordwood Shipping 


The story of Cordwood, Boarders, 
Etc. (by Kate W. Strong) in the 
December Forum, and its accom- 
panying photo of loading a schoon- 
er with cordwood, reminds me that 
some 70 years ago it was a common 
sight on the Great South Bay to 
see both sloops and schooners sail- 
ing from the east loaded with cord- 
wood, bound for New York City 
and vicinity. 

It was difficult to steer these 
boats or see over the great pile 
of wood stacked on deck. That 
was proven to dad and me one 
day while anchored on _ oyster 
ground off Blue Point when we saw 
a large cordwood sloop heading 
directly at us. We were sure the 
helmsman would see us and change 
course, but he sailed across our 
bow and caught his boom on our 
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jib-stay with so much force that 
our mast was cracked. 

Before getting clear of us the 
captain told dad he would pay for 
a new mast, and he did. By put- 
ting a small reef in our sail we 
were able to get to Patchogue river 
where we had a new mast stepped. 
It must have taken all the profit 
from that load of wood to pay for 
the damage done to our boat. I 
dare say that captain kept a man 
forward as a lookout after that 
experience. Ralph S. Abrams 
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Young Max in the News 


When Domingo Blasini (in in- 
set), student at the Traphagen 
School, won first priz> for design 
in a fashion show presented at the 
Museum of the City of New York 
by the pupils, ripples of the news 
spread in ever widening circles and 
ended up with a story and picture 
of the young design student in 
Newsweek. Modeled here by class- 
mete, beautiful Joan Freiler, his 
prize gown is a haltered sheath of 
black peau de soie with a balloon 
wrap of silvery gray Italian silk. 
This talented nincteen-year-old of 
Spanish and French descent comes 
from Yauco, Puerto, Rico and he is 
majoring in design and clothing 
construction at Traphagen School 
of Fashion. Another of his strik- 
ing original designs, done for a 
half-size figure, is on view in the 
current Career Exhibit at Trap- 
hagen School, which is located at 
1680 Broadway (52d St.), New York. 
He is currently at work costum- 
ing a doll in 1959 style which will 
be a permanent addition to the 
school’s inspiring doll collection. 

The Career Exhibit, in which 
Domingo Blasini’s design in minia- 
ture appears, has been specially ar- 
ranged by the school for new stu- 
dents entering in the February 
term. It sorts out the interlocking 
branches of art and design in fash- 
ion, and shows the steps of traininy 
for each. This information exhibit 
at the school, convenient to all sub- 
ways, is also open, without charge, 
to interested visitors. 


Sassafras Was Useful 

Just to Jet you know how I en- 
joyed the article “Sassafras, Native 
Edible Tree” by Julian Denton 
Smith in the Long Island Forum 
for August 1958, I am sending you 
a copy of the Bulletin of Popular 
Informeticn. On page 2, a ¢.m- 
plete article on Sassafras abidun.. 
I feel sure Mr. Smith would ap- 
rreciate having it. 

As a young lad in the country I 
became very familiar with the Sas- 
safras Tree. When alive the wood 
is very brittle. When allowed to 
become dry it becomes too rough, 
quite strong and tough and light 

We used 2 inch saplings to carry 
marsh-hay from the salt meadows, 
also for thrashing wide hedge-rows 
on the farms to scare out rabbits; 
stick in right hand, gun in left. 
It is also useful as a pole in vault- 
ing practice. Many fine specimens 
I have on my home grounds. As a 
firewood it has little value. We 
did, however, sneak in a few sticks 
in selling cord-wood. 

In the year 1820 one George Hart, 


38 
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my grandfather, was on a whaling out from the whaleboat, if it be- 
vessel as the axe-man, his job being came too hot. 
to cut the ha poon line as it ran George E. Hart, Wading River. 
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trated. Postpaid $1. 
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GAS iS THE CHOICE eee 7 out of 10 new homes built in 


the U.S.A. are heated with GAS—wherever gas is available. 
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Rockaway Beach Geography 


The East Rockaway Inlet was 
called Deb’s Inlet along about 1900 
and some oldtimers still call it by 
that name. Deb Wright’s oyster 
watchhouse was washed away 
when the inlet cut through the 
beach. One could then pilot a 
boat down Broad Channel past the 
east end of Hicks Beach, head a 
little to the southwest and go out 
through the inlet to the ocean. The 
inlet wasn’t very far west of where 
the Long Beach High School now 
stands. 

Another inlet also broke through 
the beach about a mile and a quar- 
ter west of the East Rockaway In- 
let. It was known as Little Inlet 
and was too shallow for use by 
fishing boats. Long Beach at that 
time was bounded on the west by 
the inlet. The outer beach from 
East Rockaway Inlet west to Little 
Inlet was called Shelter Island. It 
was abreast of Hicks Beach. 

From New Inlet going west the 
beach was named Far Rockaway 
Beach, which joined with Rock- 
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away Beach as one piece of land. 
Inside the outer beach from Far 
Rockaway Inlet west to Far Rock- 
away was Far Rockaway Bay. At 
the extreme westerly end of this 
bay Norton’s Creek connected with 
Jamaica Bay. The entraice to Ja- 
maica Bay was a little east of the 
Edgemere railroad station at Beach 
35th street. 
There were highway and rail- 
road bridges spanning Norton’s 
Creek which had an average of 
about six feet depth except at the 
Jamaica Bay end which was two 
feet deep at low tide. There were 
several piers on the beach side of 
Far Rockaway and a cable ferry 
ran between Far Rockaway and 
Far Rockaway Beach. The cable 
was hand-cranked around a drum 
on the ferry boat to propel it. 
East Rockaway Inlet has always 
been working to the west, as in the 
case of other south shore inlets, 
and Long Beach kept’ extending 
westward with it. Former Far 
Rockaway Beach is now part of 
Long Beach, being connected with 
the mainland at Atlantic Beach 
Bridge. What was Far Rockaway 
Bay is now the main channel under 
the Atlantic Beach Bridge. The 
Long Beach Life Saving station 
was east of the inlet back around 
1890. A new station was built 
about half a mile west of the Law- 
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rence Beach Club around 1920. 
Later it was moved to the west of 
the Atlantic Beach Bridge. Nor- 
ton’s Creek has long been filled in. 
Lou Pearsall 
East Rockaway 
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